


Growth after Brexit:
A view from the Scotch Whisky industry

The Scotch Whisky Association is the trade body for the Scotch Whisky industry.

• 68 member companies, including Diageo, Chivas, Edrington & William Grants

• Represent around 95% of industry production

• Promote and protect the Scotch Whisky industry at home and abroad

• Support 40,000 jobs across the UK

• Industry exports to 181 countries 
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Our starting point
The UK’s number 1 food & drink export

• 20% of all UK food & drink exports

• Value of exports greater than eight of top 

ten exports combined

• The largest net contributor to the UK’s 

balance of trade in goods
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Global Growth
SWA strategic priority – continued growth beyond Brexit



Global Growth
Safeguard existing trade and pursue new free-trade opportunities 



Safeguarding trade
A third of Scotch Whisky exports go to the EU

• A 2-3 year transition period which supports business 

planning and investment

• Access to the single market through a UK-EU Free Trade 

Agreement 

• Agreement to recognise the existing, inter-linked nature of 

our trading relationship with the EU27

• Avoidance of tariffs – possible 3-5% on glass, 5% on cork, 

2% of distilling machinery 
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Focus on India
The Scotch Whisky industry’s top global priority

• World’s largest ‘whisky’ market

• Exports worth £96m in 2016

• 1190% growth in exports since the turn of the century

• 150% Basic Customs Duty

• Scotch Whisky just 1% of spirits market

• Fair market access would see Scotch grow to 5% - or 

£500m a year
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Focus on Kenya
A key emerging market for Scotch Whisky

• GDP has been increasing by 5% a year, reaching $70bn in 

2015

• A large and growing population

• 42% growth in 2016 alone, up from £4m to £5.6m

• Issues over protection of Scotch Whisky and devolution of 

powers to 47 counties
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Further Growth in Established Markets

• Australia

• Thailand



Focus on Australia
An established market with potential to grow

• Already the Scotch Whisky industry’s 9th largest export 

market by value

• £100m of exports in 2016, up 150% since 2000

• Removal of 5% ‘nuisance tariff’ would help grow market 

share

• In any future UK-Aus/NZ FTA, this will be the industry’s top 

ask



Risk and Reward 
Brexit presents challenges, but there are benefits to business

• Scotch Whisky has benefitted from EU membership

• Key for industry now is avoiding worst of all worlds – not 

benefitting from full EU membership while also not being 

able to take full advantage of benefits of being on the 

outside

• Bottom line – Scotch Whisky has been around for 500 

years. The industry will adapt, adjust and, ultimately, thrive.  




