
Our 2020 Winners

Business Transformation of the year

Online Tech Team
In recent years the Iceland Online Team have driven exceptional growth to 
become the fastest-growing online grocery business in the UK. Last year the 
team took on their biggest challenge and relaunched their website, which 
has already been awarded within the industry for its laser-focus on customer 
needs and greatly improved shopping experience. As their industry-leading 
growth continues into the New Year, the team are now looking to take their 
business to new heights with deeper customer insights, new technologies and 
an entirely customer-centric approach to development.

Meal Occasions Team
The Meal Occasions Category Team have been working 
together since 2017 and consists of Catherine Ekundayo, 
Category Manager; Gokhan Ozcan, Buyer and Danielle 
Formby, Category Technologist. They are dynamic and bold 
in their decision-making and have developed key areas for 
Bidfood within the prepared meals category in-line with the 
Bidfood Values of Care, Share Dare. Together they have 
worked to ensure that the category includes good quality fit-
for-purpose products perfect for day-to day dining, as well as 
on-trend options making innovation in the frozen food market 
more accessible for their diverse customer base.

Commercial Team of the year

Marketing Campaign of the year
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Health & Safety champion(s) / team

Greencore – Leeds Site
Greencore Leeds is a frozen Yorkshire Pudding and Toad in the Hole 
manufacturer, serving both the retailer and food service sectors under 
Greencore since 2000. Greencore’s 4 key principles of: People at 
The Core, Sustainable Business, Greencore Excellence, and Great 
Food underpin all the Leeds management systems, with the site’s 
bespoke health and safety management system characterised through 
‘Keeping people healthy and safe’ in People at The Core. Each of 
the 90+ employees share a strong passion for operational health and 
safety, which is fed through collaboration, initiative delivery, and training 
opportunities across the full hierarchy of the site.

Jeanette Baker 
Jeanette joined Cargill in 2005 and is currently the Supply 
Chain Coordinator for Cargill’s European business, focusing 
on Imports and Quota.

Unsung Hero
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Product Developer of the year
David Lennox
Day to day David oversees the Iceland 
Kitchen, the amazing development 
kitchen where he and the team innovate 
& develop new concepts as well as 
pushing quality for Iceland & our 
customers. 

David has a plethora of experience within 
product development, having previously 
worked for a number of national retailers, 
including Morrisons and Waitrose. 
Throughout his time at Morrisons, he 
was part of the team that developed and 
launched over 11,000 products in 18 
months; at Waitrose he worked across 
the Heston project, bringing the range to life with a number of 
key product developments.

David’s biggest professional achievement to date was 
opening and running his own restaurant for a number of 
years; gaining critical national acclaim with various awards 
and being nominated for best new restaurant in the UK. 

In his role at Iceland his aim is to challenge people’s perception of frozen food and demonstrate how 
amazing the food we sell at Iceland really is. His product highlights to date include Iceland’s frozen Sugo 
Alle Vongole and Mashed Potatoes as they are simply delicious. 

Supply Chain / Logistics
team of the year

Alex Watson, Jeanette Baker and Pip 
Saunders
Alex, Jeanette and Pip are the formidable supply chain team 
who are responsible for the inbound and outbound 
logistics, customs clearance and storage for 
Cargill’s UK and European customers.
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Technical champion(s) / Team

Neil Spreadbury 

From Food-Technology Graduate in 1993, to technical leadership 
roles in major food manufacturing businesses, Neil’s worked with 
all major retailers, and some major brands including Mr Kipling, 
Kingsmill, Sunblest, and New-York Bakery. Now leads technical 
agenda for IML; manufacturer of leading ready meals brand, having 
moved from chilled in 2017.

Sustainability champion
Ian Hunt
An Engineering & Environmental Director with over 30 years in 
the food industry, formal qualifications in Engineering as well as 
Environment, Health and Safety.

Huge experience of running large capital projects of more than 
£15m with the sole responsibility of delivering 5 (3 new builds, 2 
buildings refurbishment) new distribution sites over the last 7 years 
for Brakes foodservice, Managing a team of Engineering managers, 
Environmental managers and depot facilities mangers across the 
Brakes estate.

A go to, well-respected team 
member with dedication, 
commitment and exemplary 
record of delivering projects 
on time, to budget and set 
standards, with the addition of 
an open door approach who has 
time for everybody.
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Rising Star

Rob Lishman
Since Rob’s first day as an apprentice in 2007 he’s been fascinated 
by the challenge of improvement. Whether it be improvements in 
equipment, process, colleagues, or personal development, the idea of 
taking control and making a difference has driven him to progress from 
an engineer to a senior leader.

Lifetime Achievement award

Graham Whittle 
Graham Whittle founded Whitby Seafoods in 1985 at the tender 
age of 34. Having re-mortgaged the family home it wasn’t the 
most glamorous of starts to what is now a now multi-million pound 
market leading seafood business. Graham puts his success down 
to consistency to purpose, and challenging the status quo on 
quality.


