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Handling conditions: OFFICIAL: Information can be shared.

Rating -

SUBJECT OF ALERT

The National Food Crime Unit is asking food businesses to be alert to the fact
that adulterated saffron has been identified on the UK market.

Saffron sampling results have revealed adulteration through the addition of
synthetic colours in contravention of Regulation 1333/2008.

Issues have also been discovered around saffron not meeting the grade stated
on packaging (Grades I, Il or Ill) due to lower than required levels of colouring
strength (expressed as Crocin).

Failed samples are the subject of ongoing enquiries in the UK and
internationally.

WHY ARE WE ISSUING THIS ALERT?

Recent sampling results have indicated that saffron, available for purchase
within the UK, may have had colours and/or additives added including
Tartrazine (E102), Azorubine; Carmoisine (E122) and Ponceau 4R; Cochineal Red A
(E124) to improve the appearance and give an indication of higher quality.

ACTION RECOMMENDED

If you are purchasing saffron either to sell or to use within a further processed
product, please be aware of the risk of adulteration. Consider the following
advice:

1. Ensure that reputable suppliers are being used and are being reviewed in line
with supplier approval policies.

2. Be conscious of product being supplied at a lower price than would be
expected for the quality and grade of saffron being purchased. If you have any
suspicions, ask your supplier for traceability documents including any analysis
reports.

THIS INFORMATION IS ACCURATE AS OF THE ISSUE DATE AND MAY BE SUBJECT TO
CHANGE AS MORE INFORMATION BECOMES AVAILABLE.
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3. Where possible, introduce sampling regimes to verify the quality of product
being supplied.

4. If you have any concerns that product may have been adulterated, report to
the National Food Crime Unit at: Food Crime Confidential or by freephone on
0800 028 1180. For non UK mobiles or calls from overseas please use 0207 276
8787.

CONTACT US
If you become aware of information relevant to this Food Crime Alert, please
share with us via:

WEBSITE - visit food.gov.uk and click Report at the top of the page
TELEPHONE -08000 28 11 80

EMAIL - foodcrime@food.gov.uk

Please quote the alert number A004-2025 in correspondence. Our processes
enable us to handle information discreetly.

THIS INFORMATION IS ACCURATE AS OF THE ISSUE DATE AND MAY BE SUBJECT TO
CHANGE AS MORE INFORMATION BECOMES AVAILABLE.
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https://www.food.gov.uk/contact/businesses/report-safety-concern/report-a-food-crime
https://www.food.gov.uk/contact/businesses/report-safety-concern/report-a-food-crime
mailto:foodcrime@food.gov.uk
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NFCU ALERT GUIDE

RAG RATING DEFINITIONS

RED Action strongly advised

GREEN Awareness advised

Action advised

FACTORS CONSIDERED BY THE NFCU WHEN DEFINING THE RAG RATING
The NFCU agrees RAG ratings on a case-by-case basis. The questions below are
used to inform RAG rating decisions:

What is the scale of the impact (confirmed or potential)?

Is there a confirmed UK footprint (this includes supply chains as well as UK-
based businesses)?

Is there a potential for a significant damaging impact on the reputation and
confidence in the UK food industry?

Are there any associated food safety risks? If so, what are the scale and
nature of these? Please note: other teams within the FSA will be leading
operational activity on any food safety incidents.

This is a subjective assessment and the factors considered by the NFCU hold
different weights. As such, one factor may hold a higher weight or be a key driver
for the RAG rating chosen for an alert.

INFORMATION FOR RECIPIENTS OF THIS ALERT

Please ensure you adhere to the handling conditions on the alert.
The function of this alert is to ensure industry is sighted on potential food
crime risks and can take appropriate action.

This alert has also been shared with Local Authorities in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland.

THIS INFORMATION IS ACCURATE AS OF THE ISSUE DATE AND MAY BE SUBJECT TO

CHANGE AS MORE INFORMATION BECOMES AVAILABLE.
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